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Renatus Harris, Organ-maker, his Challenge to 
Mr, Bernard Smith, Organ-maker. 
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T mighr ſeem odd that I ſhould make the publick defiance to 
RB Mr. Smith, which hereafter follows, if I did not inform the 
World of the occahion. The ſole Motive is the Juſtifying my Self 
and Organ in the 1emple-Church, againſt his Scandalous aſperſions ; 
and of rhe making it publick, that I may (if poſſible} provoke him 
this way to anfwer my Challenge, ſince he has already declin'd it, 
when ſent him privately. I could have reſted Content under my 
oreat loſs with the Deciſion of the two Houſes, and the acceptance 
of Mr. 9mth's Organ by the plurality of four Voices; and the ra- 
ther, for that it was declar'd, at the ſame time, that notwithſtanding 
chat Determination of theirs, mine might be as good or a betrer 
Organ then Mr. Smith's; And indeed it could not be expected, 
that thoſe Gentlemer; could be ſuch Criticks in Muſick as to be the 
proper Judges whic!s were the better Inſtrument. Burt when 
my Reputation in my Profcfſion is call'd in Queſtion, and his 
detraction might be 1N]Hrious to me in chic Employment | have 
under his Sacre Majeity, and otherwhere ; I hope I'm Excuſable 
in taking this mechod for my Vindication : All my fear is, that Mr. 
Smith, who { daring the whole Conteſt about the Organs) could 
never be brought to a tryali of them before Maſters of Muſick, 
though {cyera) times there were appointments made for that pur- 
pole, wit] declinc this Challenge, notwithſtanding it's propos'd ſo 
much to his Advantage : Yet it he be that man of Art he pretends, 
and Values his Reputation or Profit, he will accept it. 


Now my Challenge to him 1s this. 


That both Organs ſtanding as now they do, upon equal advantage, 
to play every Individual Stop of my Organ againſt every Stop of 
his, of the like Denomination, for ten pounds each ſtop; and that 
it he Values one or more of his ſtops more then the reſt, to double 
upon that or them. I propole that the Judges be Skillful Organiſts, 
who being by us equally Cholen, may, it there be occaſion, elect an 
Umpire. Thar they be requeſted to take a Voluntary Oath, to de- 
clare their Opinions, without fayour or affection, according to the 
beſt of their Skill ; and we be obliged to ſtand to their Determi- 


nation. Laſtly, that we Article as far as ſhall be Neceflary to ren- 
der this Propoſition Compleat: 
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